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 2022 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report 

  Southwestern Bartholomew Water Corporation 

 PWS ID #5203008 
  812·342·4421 

What’s the Quality of My Water? The Southwestern Bartholomew Water Corporation is pleased to share this water quality report with you. It describes to 
you, the customer, the quality of your drinking water. This report covers January 1 through December 31, 2022. Southwestern Bartholomew’s drinking 
water supply met the strict regulations of both the State of Indiana and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), which requires all water 
suppliers to prepare reports like this every year. 

In 2022 our water department distributed 221,024,000 gallons of water to our customers. Our water source is pretreated purchased water from Columbus 
City Utilities, which relies on groundwater pumped from two well fields. Well field number one has six wells. Well field number two has eight wells.      

 Columbus City Utilities treats your water using disinfectant to remove or reduce harmful contaminants that may come from the source water. 
Southwestern Bartholomew treats the water with softeners before distribution. 

If you have any questions about this report or concerning your water utility, please contact Kimberly "Darlene" Keller or Doug Prather by calling 812-
342-4421. For information from Columbus City Utilities, contact Roger Kelso at 812-372-8861. We want our valued customers to be informed about their
water utility. Board Meetings are generally held the 2nd Monday of each month at the water office at 4:30 P.M. Meetings are open to all Corporation
members.

  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) wants you to know: 

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations that limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public 
water systems. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water that must provide the same protection for 
public health. Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence 
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can be 
obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791). The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include 
rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally 
occurring minerals and, in some cases, radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas production and mining 
activities. 
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In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by 
public water systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same protection for public health. 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general population. 

Contaminants may be found in drinking water that may cause taste, color, or odor problems.  These types of problems are not necessarily causes 
for health concerns.  For more information on taste, odor, or color of drinking water, please contact the system's business office. 

Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants, people 
with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek 
advice about drinking water from their health care providers.  EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by 
Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791). 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is 
primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and home plumbing. We cannot control the variety of materials used in 
plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap 
for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your 
water tested. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 

. 
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 Columbus Municipal Utility 
 PWS ID 5203002 

  2022 Regulated Contaminants Detected    

Lead and Copper 
Definitions:  
Action Level Goal (ALG):  The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  ALGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Action Level:  The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 
---- 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing. We are responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but we cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
---- 

Lead and Copper Date Sampled MCLG Action Level (AL) 90th Percentile # Sites Over AL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Copper 2021 1.3 1.3   0.76 1 ppm  N Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from wood 
preservatives; Corrosion of household plumbing 
systems  

Lead 2021 0 15  3.59 0 ppb  N Corrosion of household plumbing systems; Erosion 
of natural deposits.

Water Quality Test Results 

Definitions:   The following tables contain scientific terms and measures, some of which may require explanation. 
Avg:   Regulatory compliance with some MCLs are based on running annual average of monthly samples. 
Maximum Contaminant Level or MCL: The highest level of a contaminant that is allowed in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 

Level 1 Assessment:  A Level 1 assessment is a study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why total coliform bacteria have been found in our 
water system. 

Maximum Contaminant Level Goal or MCLG: The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Level 2 Assessment:  A Level 2 assessment is a very detailed study of the water system to identify potential problems and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL violation has occurred 

and/or why total coliform bacteria have been found in our water system on multiple occasions. 
Maximum residual disinfectant level or MRDL: The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial 
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Maximum residual disinfectant level goal or MRDLG: The level of a drinking water disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to 
control microbial contaminants. 

na:   not applicable. 
mrem: millirems per year (a measure of radiation absorbed by the body) 
ppb:   micrograms per liter or parts per billion - or one ounce in 7,350,000 gallons of water. 
ppm:   milligrams per liter or parts per million - or one ounce in 7,350 gallons of water. 
Treatment Technique or TT: A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. 

Regulated Contaminants 
Disinfectants and Disinfection 
By-Products

Collection Date Highest Level 
Detected

Range of Levels 
Detected

MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Chlorine 2022 1.8 0.6-1.8 MRDLG = 4 MRDL = 4   ppm  N Water additive used to control microbes. 

Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) 2022 7.5 2.8 – 11.0 No goal for the 
total

60  ppb  N By-product of drinking water disinfection. 

Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) 2022 19.5 8.5-19.0 No goal for the 
total

80  ppb  N By-product of drinking water disinfection. 

Inorganic Contaminants Collection Date Highest Level 
Detected

Range of Levels 
Detected

MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Arsenic 05/19/2020 1.7 0 - 1.7 0 10  ppb  N Erosion of natural deposits; Runoff from orchards; 
Runoff from glass and electronics production wastes.

Barium 05/19/2020 0.0601 0.041 - 0.0601 2 2  ppm  N Discharge of drilling wastes; Discharge from metal 
refineries; Erosion of natural deposits.

Fluoride 05/19/2020 0.884 0.84 - 0.884 4 4.0   ppm  N Erosion of natural deposits; Water additive which 
promotes strong teeth; Discharge from fertilizer and 
aluminum factories. 

Nitrate [measured as Nitrogen] 2022 2.86 0 - 2.86 10 10   ppm  N Runoff from fertilizer use; Leaching from septic tanks, 
sewage; Erosion of natural deposits.

Radioactive Contaminants Collection Date Highest Level 
Detected

Range of Levels 
Detected

MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Uranium 03/14/2017 1.7 0 - 1.7 0 30  ug/l N Erosion of natural deposits. 
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 Southwestern Bartholomew Water Corporation 

        2022 Regulated Contaminants Detected 

  Lead and Copper 
Definitions:  
Action Level Goal (ALG):  The level of a contaminant in drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.  ALGs allow for a margin of safety. 
Action Level:  The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow. 
---- 
If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components associated with service lines and 
home plumbing. We are responsible for providing high quality drinking water, but we cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components. When your water has been sitting for several hours, you can 
minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. 
---- 

Lead and Copper Date Sampled MCLG Action Level (AL) 90th Percentile # Sites Over AL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Copper 09/11/2020 1.3 1.3  0.823 0 ppm  N Erosion of natural deposits; Leaching from 
wood preservatives; Corrosion of household 
plumbing systems.

Lead 09/11/2020 0 15   1.7 0 ppb   N Corrosion of household plumbing systems; 
Erosion of natural deposits.

  Regulated Contaminants 
Disinfectants and Disinfection 
By-Products

Collection Date Highest Level 
Detected

Range of Levels 
Detected

MCLG MCL Units Violation Likely Source of Contamination 

Chlorine 2022 1.39 1.08 -1.39 MRDLG = 4 MRDL = 4   ppm   N Water additive used to control microbes. 

Haloacetic Acids (HAA5) 08/09/2022 8 6.34 - 8.68 No goal for the 
total

60   ppb  N By-product of drinking water disinfection. 

Total Trihalomethanes (TTHM) 08/09/2022 26 24.9 – 27.3 No goal for the 
total

80  ppb   N By-product of drinking water disinfection. 

  The Sodium content for Southwestern Bartholomew is higher because we soften the water. Sodium content in the water ranges 125 – 150 mg/l. 

  There is no state or federal MCL for sodium. Monitoring is required to provide information to consumers and health officials that are concerned about sodium intake due to dietary precautions.  
  If you are on a sodium-restricted diet, you should consult a physician about the level of sodium in the water. The state requires sampling of sodium less than once a year because the concentration 
 does not change frequently. 
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 Violations Table 

Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) 

The Revised Total Coliform Rule (RTCR) seeks to prevent waterborne diseases caused by E. coli. E. coli are bacteria whose presence indicates that the water may be contaminated with human or animal wastes. Human pathogens 
in these wastes can cause short-term effects, such as diarrhea, cramps, nausea, headaches, or other symptoms. They may pose a greater health risk for infants, young children, the 

Violation Type Violation Begin Violation End Violation Explanation 

SAMPLE SITING PLAN ERRORS (RTCR) 04/14/2022 05/12/2022 SWBWC sample site plan was submitted in a timely manner. An additional sampling site was added to the revised 2022 plan. 
 The added site did not meet sample site criteria. The sample site plan was revised and resubmitted in a timely manner when 
we were notified of the error. It, however, resulted as a violation. 
At no time was routine sampling or water quality affected.




